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requires us to assume the collection of the revenue.
I would therefore direct the Collector at once to take
measures for this purpose, for which the proceedings
adopted  on  the same  grounds   and   for the  same
purpose in the year 1854 would afford a useful guide.
2. In the meantime, the proposal for  the  per-
manent assumption  of  the  Islands  by the  British
Government must be referred to the Government of
India.    The case for it appears to be complete.    As
regards the. right to annex the Islands on equitable
terms, it seems impossible to dispute that (as ex-
plained in G.O. of 20th December, 1871) "there is
not now, nor ever has been, any engagement which
would prevent the Government from introducing into
these  Islands  the  system  of administration  which
prevails in other parts of India should the conduct
of  the Islanders  or of  the  Eepresentative  of the
Cannanore family render such a course necessary."
That such a contingency has long since occurred is
also beyond dispute.    All the information before us
shows   that   the   Kajah   has   so   worked   his   Coir
monopoly and other fiscal powers as to oppress and
impoverish the people beyond endurance, the result
being that they have been driven to escape by sys-
tematic smuggling from the Coir monopoly altogether,
a proceeding which the Eajah on his part has repaid
by every kind of vexatious tyranny on the part of
his agents on the Islands.    Justice appears to be now
unknown  to   the   islanders:   and  the picture laid
before us is one of complete social disorganisation.
Attempts have been for a long time made, by this